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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1. A portable device for engaging a host computing 

device comprising: 

a) a body; 

b) a memory within the body containing: 

i) initial identification indicia to 
initially identify the portable device to 
the host computing device as a first 
device type, which is known to the host 
computing device; and 

ii) configuration indicia to subsequently 
identify the portable device to the host 
computing device as a second device type 
and provide configuration instructions to 
allow the host computing device to 
effectively interact with the portable 
device as the second device type; and 

c) an interface associated with the memory and 
adapted to facilitate interaction with the host 
computing device, 

wherein the host computing device will detect the 
portable device as being the first device type and 
subsequently configure itself to interact with the 
second device type. 

2 . The portable device of claim 1 wherein the memory 

further contains service indicia providing 
instructions to provide a service corresponding to 
the second device type. 

3 . The portable device of claim 2 wherein the service 

indicia includes instructions for the host 
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computing device to provide the service for 
applications running on the host computing device. 

The portable device of claim 2 further comprising a 
processing unit associated with said memory and 
wherein the service indicia includes instructions 
for said processing unit to provide the service for 
the host computing device. 

The portable device of claim 1 wherein the 
configuration indicia includes a file executable on 
the host computing device to reconfigure the host 
computing device to recognize and interact with the 
portable device as the second device type. 

The portable device of claim 1 wherein the memory 
further contains an application to run on the host 
computing device. 

The portable device of claim 1 wherein the first 
device type is a storage device. 

The portable device of claim 1 wherein the second 
device type is a cryptographic service provider. 

The portable device of claim 1 wherein said memory 
further contains at least one of the group 
consisting of private cryptography key, public 
cryptography key, and cryptography algorithm. 

The portable device of claim 1 wherein the 
interface is one of the group consisting of 
electrical, optical, and radio frequency. 
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11. The portable device of claim 1 wherein the memory 
further contains deregistering indicia providing 
instructions for the host computing device to 
reconfigure the host computing device to a 
configuration state prior to interacting with the 
portable device. 

12 . The portable device of claim 1 wherein the memory 

further contains cleansing indicia providing 
instructions for the host computing device to 
remove at least certain information from the host 
computing device, indicative of use of the host 
computing device while associated with the portable 
device . 

13 . A portable device for engaging a host computing 

device comprising: 

a) a body; 

b) a memory within the body containing: 

i) initial identification indicia to 
initially identify the portable device to 
the host computing device as a first 
device type, which is known to the host 
computing device; and 

ii) configuration instructions for the host 
computing device to subsequently identify 
the portable device as a cryptographic 
service provider and provide configuration 
instructions to allow the host computing 
device to effectively interact with the 
portable device to provide cryptography 
services for applications running on the 
host computing device; and 
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c) an interface associated with the memory and 

adapted to facilitate interaction with the host 
computing device, 
wherein the host computing device will detect the 
portable device as being the first device type and 
subsequently configure itself to interact with the 
portable device to provide cryptography services. 

14 . The portable device of claim 1 wherein the memory 
further contains instructions to provide the 
cryptography services for applications running on 
the host computing device. 

15. The portable device of claim 13 wherein the 
instructions to provide the cryptography services 
are configured for running on the host computing 
device . 

16. The portable device of claim 13 further comprising 
a processing unit associated with said memory and 
wherein the instructions to provide the 
cryptography services are configured for running on 
the processing unit. 

17. A method comprising: 

a) identifying a portable device to a host 
computing device as a first device type, which 
is known to the host computing device, 

b) registering the portable device with host 
computing device as the first device type; 

c) automatically identifying the portable device 
to the host computing device as a second device 
type ; 
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d) enabling the portable device as the second 
device type with the host computing device 
based on information provided on the portable 
device; and 

e) providing a service corresponding to the second 
device type for applications running on the 
host computing device based on information 
provided by the portable device. 

18. The method of claim 17 wherein the first device 
type is a storage device. 

19. The method of claim 17 wherein the second device 
type is a cryptographic service provider. 

20. The method of claim 17 further comprising 
reconfiguring the host computing device to a 
configuration state prior to interacting with the 
portable device. 

21. The method of claim 17 further comprising removing 
at least certain information from the host 
computing device indicative of use of the host 
computing device while associated with the portable 
device . 

22. A method comprising: 

a) identifying a portable device to a host 
computing device as a first device type, which 
is known to the host computing device, 

b) registering the portable device with the host 
computing device as the first device type; 
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c) automatically identifying the portable device 
to the host computing device as a cryptographic 
service provider; 

d) enabling the portable device as the 
cryptographic service provider with the host 
computing device based on information provided 
on the portable device; and 

e) providing cryptography services for 
applications running on the host computing 
device based on information provided by the 
portable device. 

A portable device for engaging a host computing 
device comprising: 

a) a body; 

b) a memory within the body containing: 

i) initial identification indicia to initially 
identify the portable device to the host 
computing device as a first device type in 
which a driver for the first device type is 
known to the host computing device; and 

ii) software instructions to subsequently identify 
the portable device as a cryptographic service 
provider to the host computing device and 
provide a driver for the cryptographic service 
provider to allow the host computing device to 
effectively interact with the portable device 
to provide cryptography services for 
applications running on the host computing 
system; and 

c) an interface associated with the memory and 

adapted to facilitate interaction with the host 
computing device. 
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wherein the host computing device will detect the 
portable device as being the first device type and 
subsequently configure itself to interact with the 
portable device to provide the cryptography 
services for the applications running on the host 
computing device. 



